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Phase II Archeological Investigations of Three Shipwreck Sites in the Baltimore Harbor and 
Channels Federal Navigation 50 Ft. Project, Chesapeake Bay, Maryland and Virginia.

Morrison, P.H. and S.R. James1992

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Baltimore District

R. Christopher Goodwin and Associates, Inc.

337 East Third Street

During the late winter and spring of 1991, archival research and 
field work were conducted at Site 18ST624 (AWOIS #7240) and 
Site 18ST625 (AWOIS #7241). The objective of the Phase II 
archeological evaluation was to determine the significance of the 
shipwreck, applying the National Register of Historic Places 
criteria for evaluation.

Fieldwork at site 18ST624 (AWOIS #7240) indicated that the 19th or early 20th century vessel did not possess the quality of integrity, and that it did not 
have substantive research potential. The historic origin of the vessel would not be possible to determine. No further work was recommended for the site. 

See below for remaining research questions at 18ST625.
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Data Recovery on the Wreck of the Steamship Columbus, 18ST625, St. Mary's County, 
Maryland.

Irion, J.B. and D.V. Beard1995

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District

R. Christopher Goodwin and Associates, Inc.

337 East Third Street

Phase II investigations in September and October of 1992 were 
undertaken at 18ST625 with the purpose of mitigating impacts to 
the site from the proposed Baltimore Harbor and Channels 50’ 
Project. Following the recovery project, a Historic American 
Engineering Record (HAER) documentation of the Columbus’ 
machinery was completed.

See below for remaining research questions at 18ST625.
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Disposition of the Columbus Engine.

Baltimore Museum of History2003

Maryland Historical TrustSubmitted to
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This report contains the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) Executive 
Summary for Disposition of the Columbus Engine, a document 
prepared by the Baltimore Museum of Industry (BMI) in partial 
fulfillment of FY 2002 Non-Capital Grant titled “Documentation of 
the Baltimore, Governor McLane, and Columbus Engine”.

Site 18ST625 (AWOIS #7241) represents a 19th century side-wheel steamer boat, specifically the steamboat Columbus. The Columbus is representative of 
the earliest period of construction of specialized steamboat hulls. Its hull was constructed during an important transitional period bridging traditional sailing 
craft construction to the building of specialized steamship hulls. Its crosshead engine is among the first engines to propel water craft in the United States 
and is one of the earliest extant ship’s engines in the country. It was also one of the first vessels to provide freight hauling service in the Chesapeake Bay on 
a regular schedule. While the data recovery projects succeeded in collecting fundamental information about the function and composition of the site, more 
research potential exists at the site. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans for the wreckage involved clearing the vessel to the level of the existing sand 
bottom only, accomplished by lifting components of the vessel that extended vertically into the water column. Remains of the vessel’s hull, including the 
engine compartment, should still be extent on the Bay floor.
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